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Dance, Y’all, Dance: What’s behind the words?

Many dance steps and variations are mentioned in the text, including (in order of appearance) the Two-Step, the Stroll, Swing, Boot Scoot, Pretzel, Pistachio, and the Sweetheart Surprise. 

Additionally, inventions and famous people are referenced in the story including (in order of appearance):
Country Band: This term refers to a musical group that plays “Country Music,” a musical style that originated among whites in rural areas of the southern and western U.S. Its roots lie in the music of the European settlers of the Appalachians and other areas. It is one of the few truly indigenous American musical styles. In the early 1920s the genre began to be commercially recorded; Fiddlin' John Carson recorded its first hit. “Country music has produced two of the top selling solo artists of all time: Elvis Presley, who was known early on as “the Hillbilly Cat” and Garth Brooks, with 220 million albums sold, as of 2010, the top-selling solo artist in U.S. history.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Country_music).

Originally country bands musicians played only string instruments—sometimes home made. The Irish fiddle, German dulcimer, Italian mandolin, Spanish guitar, and West African banjo were the most common. Later, other music-makers, such as the washboard and spoons, were added. “Drums were scorned by early country musicians as being "too loud" and "not pure," but by 1935 Western swing big band leader Bob Wills had added drums to the Texas Playboys. By the early 1960s, however, it was rare that a country band didn't have a drummer (Wikipedia).” 

The surname “Brown”:  Brown is the 10th most common last name in Texas. As of Nov. 2009, when Dance Y’all Dance was published, there are 77,566 people with the last name "Brown" in Texas.


“Slappin' Spoons”:  “The history of musical spoons goes back as far as does the history of the spoon. Cultures from Russia to Ireland to Native American cultures have a history of playing the spoons or spoon-shaped bones.” (http://folkmusic.about.com/od/glossary/qt/Spoons.htm)
How to play or slap spoons: Hold two spoons in one hand, back to back, with a knuckle between the handles. Start playing by slapping the spoons down on your leg and up against the palm of your other hand in time with the music. Instructions with pictures for playing spoons are available on storyteller and musician David Holt’s website.

Fiddle: Invented in the 1500’s, the fiddle is really a violin—they are the same instrument. It has four strings, which, in standard tuning, are tuned GDAE and which are played with a bow, generally made of horsehair When a violin is strung up slightly differently and used to play ethnic or folk music, it is generally referred to as a fiddle (from the Scottish “fidel”). The violin/fiddle was invented in Italy in the 16th century to play dance music. It reached its perfection in the instruments made by 17th century geniuses like Amati, Guaneri and Stradivari. 
Cowboy Boots: Invented in 1876. The cowboy boot we know today evolved from a boots modeled after the British “Wellington” style boot. Other influences included the Mexican riding boot called vaquero. There is an old story that credits Charles Hyer of Olathe Kansas with making the first boot that we call the cowboy boot. The story goes that a cowboy, on his way home from a cattle drive that ended in the stockyards in Kansas City, stopped in at Hyer's shop and told Hyer that he wanted a new pair of boots. But he didn't want then in the style of civil war boots. He wanted a pointed toe that would slide more easily into a stirrup; a high, slanted heel that would hold a stirrup on a pitching horse, and a high top that was scalloped in the front and back rather than the stovepipe style. 
The most popular style of boot was the Coffeyville Boot from Coffeyville, Kansas. A boot maker by the name of J.W. Cubine made what became known as Coffeyville Boots and they were patterned after those civil war boots. They had a tall top that was straight across the back and rounded in front, coming just above the knee, like a cavalry boot. It had a high heel and a broad rounded toe. It combined the various US Cavalry styles and the original British leather, Wellington boot. 

During the Indian wars in the west (circa 1865) the US Government issued new boots to the soldiers that used brass tacks to hold the leather soles of the boots on. As the soles were worn down the tracks would protrude through the bottom into the soldiers’ feet. The Government put together a committee to study the problem and suggested a solution. Their solution was to issue each soldier with a metal file to file down the points of the tacks as they pushed through the boot sole.

Tractor: In 1907, Henry Ford produced his first experimental gasoline-powered tractor. After 1910, gasoline-powered tractors were used extensively.

“Crank it up Henry”: Refers to Henry Ford (July 30, 1863 – April 7, 1947).  
Henry Ford did not invent the automobile or the assembly line. He did, however, change the world by using an assembly line technique to produce affordable cars. From 1909 to 1927, the Ford Motor Company built more than 15 million Model T cars—one automobile every 24 seconds! He was a prolific inventor and was awarded 161 U.S. patents

False Teeth: Evidence of false teeth dates back to 700 BC. The first set of false teeth was made in Tuscany, Italy. The teeth were made of ivory and bone. The most famous person to wear false teeth was probably President George Washington. Many believe his teeth were carved of wood. This is not true. Wooden teeth would turn to mush in the mouth. In fact, Washington had several pairs of false teeth, some for looks and other for talking or eating. His false teeth were made from a mix of materials including lead, bone, ivory and human and animal teeth. 
Charles Goodyear’s discovery of vulcanized rubber in 1839, improved false teeth immensely. The rubber was heated, molded to fit the shape of a patient’s mouth and teeth were set in place. When the rubber hardened, the patient had a new pair of teeth. These false teeth were very expensive and only available in cities until much later.

Telephone: Invented in 1876. Two inventors Elisha Gray and Alexander Graham Bell both independently designed devices that could transmit speech electrically (the telephone). Both men rushed their designs to the patent office within hours of each other.  Alexander Graham Bell patented his telephone first and so he is credited with the invention. 
By 1920 more than a third of all U.S. households had telephones. Most were on a “party line” meaning several houses were on the same circuit. Each house had a different ring—one short, one long, two short, etc.—so recipients could tell by the ring which household the incoming call was for. Phone company publications urged party line customers to keep calls brief and not to eavesdrop on their neighbors. 
Party lines are still in use today. Adams' Pack Station, a community in the mountains above Los Angeles is one. “Big Santa Anita Canyon, near Sierra Madre, CA, has 81 cabins, a group camp and a pack station that all communicate by crank phones (similar to the one in the book.) One ring is for the pack station, two rings for the camp and three rings means all cabins pick up (Wikipedia).”
There is a town in Texas named Telephone.
Chewing Gum: Invented in 1928, Double Bubble was the first bubble blowing gum. Walter Diemer, an accountant at the Fleer Chewing Gum Company, invented it. He taught the salespeople how to blow bubbles so they could demonstrate the gum.

“Lindy”: Refers to Charles Lindbergh (February 4, 1902 – August 26, 1974) 
Nicknamed "Lucky Lindy" and "The Lone Eagle,” Charles Lindbergh was the first person to fly an airplane, alone, across the Atlantic Ocean. On May 20–21, 1927, Lindbergh flew a solo non-stop flight from Roosevelt Field on Long Island, New York across the Atlantic Ocean to Le Bourget Field in Paris, France, in the single-seat, single-engine monoplane named the Spirit of St. Louis. Following his historic flight, Charles Lindbergh published a book titled WE, and made goodwill flights across the United States, Latin America and the Caribbean. Lindbergh trained to fly in Texas.

Opry” short for the Grand Ole Opry: 
The Grand Ole Opry is a country music radio program and concert broadcast live on WSM radio in Nashville, Tennessee, every Saturday night. The “Opry” is the oldest continuous radio program in the United States, having been broadcast since October 5, 1925.

Radio:  Invented in 1901 by Guglielmo Marconi who broadcast the first wireless messages across the Atlantic. But Marconi's wireless telegraph transmitted only signals. Voice over the air, as we know radio today, became possible in 1921. By 1922 radios were being played all over America. The period from 1935-1950 is called the Golden Age of Radio because it was the most popular form of entertainment in America with music and programs for everyone. 
